657630
FLIGHT:From London Stansted(STN) to Graz(GRZ), Mon, 09Jul07 Flight FR5732 Depart STN at 11:10 and arrive GRZ at 14:15
YOUR CONFIRMATION NUMBER IS: SI79CX, ryanair

ACCOMMODATION: Booking Confirmation (6382-7069785), AMOUNT DUE ON ARRIVAL EUR18.45, 9th Jul '07 4 Bed, Male, Shared Room (Shared Bathroom). Hostel Info Jugend & Familiengästehaus Graz

Idlhofgasse 74

A-8020 Graz

Graz

p. +43 316 7083-50

f. +43 316 7083-55

e. graz@jfgh.at

DIRECTIONS:

Those arriving by car can park their vehicle in our car park for 1,50 euro per night. If you are arriving by train, bus number 50 (2 stops) will take you from the station directly to the Youth & Family hostel Graz. Directions should of read: Get off at 2nd stop of bus, Turn around, cross street, fence prevents you from entering hostel. Walk around block to enter, look for small signs
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VIENNA ACC: Wombat's City Hostel Vienna - The Lounge , Ref No: 13911-7069316, balance of EUR56.70 payable
10th Jul '07  6 Bed Mixed Dorm (Ensuite Bathroom), 11th Jul '07  6 Bed Mixed Dorm (Ensuite Bathroom), 12th Jul '07  6 Bed Mixed Dorm (Ensuite Bathr 
Address :  Mariahilfer Strasse 137,Austria.  

Phone Number :  +43 (0)1 8972336

Directions

From Westbahnhof:

Take the main exit and turn right on to Mariahilfer Strasse. 'Wombat´s City Hostel Vienna - The Lounge' is on the second block on your left hand side.

From the airport:

Take Shuttle-Bus to Westbahnhof. (follow directions from Westbahnhof from there)

From Franz Josef Bahnhof:

Take tram No. 5 to Westbahnhof. (follow directions from Westbahnhof from there)

From Sudbahnhof:

take the tram No. 18 to Westbahnhof. (follow directions from Westbahnhof from there)

From Erdberg (international bus stop):

take the subway U3 to Westbahnhof (follow directions from Westbahnhof from there)  
BUSABOUT 13 JULY: Vienna to Salzburg Departs:08:00 Arrives: 12:30 Duration: 4hrs 30min
SALZSBURG ACC: Ref No: 735-7069214, Yoho International Youth Hostel Salzburg, balance of EUR32.40
13th Jul '07  4 Bed Mixed Dorm (Shared Bathroom), 14th Jul '07  4 Bed Mixed Dorm (Shared Bathroom)  
Address :  Paracelsusstr. 9,A 5020 Salzburg,Austria.  

Phone Number :  +43 662 879649
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From Pisa(PSA) to London Stansted(STN)

Tue, 31Jul07 Flight FR589 Depart PSA at 22:15 and arrive STN at 23:30 RYANAIR

Oebb.at
Austria-tourism.at
Vien
Graz:
Possible DT to Klagenfurt
VIENNA
*    Opera house. Beautiful building. Opera tix 2e for standing room, 5e for seats. Performances vary from night to night. 
*    Hofburg Imperial Palace. Furnished apartments. Hapsburgs lived there 6 centuries. 
*    Schonbrunn palace. 2000 rooms. Mozart's first concert. Landscaped gardens. 
*    Hunderwasserhaus and Kunsthaus Wien. Apartment buildings (still public housing so can't go in but free to look at outside) designed by Hunderwasser and museum of his work nearby. Museum 7e. 
*    Wienner schnitzel. Try it at lots of restaurants. Approx 7-10e.
*    Prater park. Hang out in the sun or brave the ferris wheel. 
*    Albertina gallery. Fantastic modern art collection. Near Opera House. 
*    Vienna boys choir. If they're in town they sing Sunday morning in Hofburg chapel. See tourist info to book. 
*    St Stephansdom. Huge cathedral in middle of town. Eerie catacombs. Church free. 
*    Wombar. Wombat's bar goes off. Happy hour 6-8
*    FREDERIC HUNTERWEISER GALLARY 
LP GUIDE:
Sights
Don’t be overwhelmed by the cornucopia of things there is to see and do in Vienna; you can experience the best of these in a couple of days. Commence at the Stephansdom (St Stephen’s Cathedral). Nearly every traveller does, for the 13th-century Gothic cathedral is situated at the city’s heart. The tall, latticework spire and patterned roof are exceptional, but don’t waste your time climbing the tower as the view is quite ordinary. 
Instead, head along Graben, past the nobbly Plague Column. At the end, turn left into Kohlmarkt, where you’ll be greeted by the impressive sight of the Hofburg (Imperial Palace), the Habsburgs’ city-centre base. Walk towards it and then wander around this large complex’s nooks and crannies. There are several museums inside. If you’re going to visit any, head for the Kaiserappartements & ‘Sissi’ Museum (%535 75 75; adult/concession €7.50/5.90; h9am-5pm). Get the audio guide (free), because it’s the strange life story of Empress Elisabeth (‘Sissi’), wife of Kaiser Franz Josef, that’s compelling here. 
While in the neighbourhood, make a detour to the Kaisergruft (Imperial Vault; 01, Neuer Markt/Tegetthofstrasse; adult/concession €4/1.50) where the remains of several Habsburgs, including Sissi, lie. Dead for more than a century, Sissi is still left fresh flowers by fans – an indication of the place’s weird, cultish feel. Six Feet Under, indeed.
Now go back to the Hofburg and walk through it towards the Kunsthistorisches Museum and Museumsquartier.

Museums & Galleries
If you plan to see just one Viennese museum, the traditional choice has to be the Oberes Belvedere (Upper Belvedere; %795 57-134; 03, Prinz Eugen Strasse 37; adult/concession €6/3; h10am-6pm Tue-Sun Apr-Oct, 10am-5pm Tue-Sun Nov-Mar). This baroque palace is home to Gustav Klimt’s famous and beautiful The Kiss and Judith, and has a fine, manageably sized collection of Impressionist and other early-20th-century works. There’s also an impressive view of Vienna over its French-style maintained gardens. 
More central is the highly recommended Museumsquartier (%523 04 31; 07, Museumsplatz 1). Architecturally stunning and modern, it’s renowned for the Leopold Museum (%525 70-0; adult/student €9/5.50; h10am-7pm Wed-Mon, 10am-9pm Fri), which houses the world’s largest collection of Egon Schiele paintings, with some minor Klimts and Kokoschas. However, there’s also the much-lauded Museum Moderner Kunst, Stiftung Ludwig Wien (Museum of Modern Art; %525 00; adult/concession €8/6.50; h10am-6pm Tue & Wed, Fri-Sun, 10am-9pm Thu), an architecture centre, city art gallery and more. 
It’s claimed the Kunsthistorisches Museum (%525 24-0; www.khm.at; 01, Maria Theresien-Platz; adult/concession €10/7.50; h10am-6pm Tue& Wed, Fri-Sun, 10am-10pm Thu) houses one of Europe’s leading art collections. Given the display of works by Rubens, van Dyck, Holbein, Caravaggio, Peter Brueghel the Elder (including Hunters in the Snow), that’s undoubtedly true. But this place can quickly give you museum fatigue with all the ornate ornaments, clocks, glassware and antiquities. 
Other Museums & Galleries
Albertina (%534 83-540; www.albertina.at; 01, Albertinaplatz 1A; adult/student €9/6.50; 10am-6pm Thu-Tue, 10am-9pm Wed) Albrecht Dürer’s Hare and a few Michelangelos are joined by superbly curated modern exhibitions.
Haus der Musik (House of Music; %516 48-51; www.hdm.at; 01, Seilerstätte 30; adult/concession €10/8.50; h10am-10pm) Make your own music in this mind-blowing array of interactive exhibits.
Sigmund Freud Museum (%319 15 96; 09, Berggasse 19; admission €5; h9am-6pm Jul-Sep, 9am-5pm Oct-Jun) The former home of the father of psychoanalysis.

Notable Buildings 
One cheap, restful way to get a quick overview of Vienna is to catch a tram (No 1 or No 2) around the Ringstrasse, passing buildings like the neo-Gothic Rathaus, the Greek Revival–style Parliament, the 19th-century Burgtheater, the Gothic Votivkirche and the Postsparkasse by Art Nouveau architect Otto Wagner. From the tram, you can even glimpse the baroque Karlskirche (St Charles’ Church), set back from the Ringstrasse. 
The Secessionist movement of the late 19th and early 20th century left a lasting impression on the city, with its Art Nouveau architecture. The best example is the eponymous Secession Building (%587 53 07; 01, Friedrichstrasse 12; adult/student €5.50/3; h10am-6pm Tue & Wed, Fri-Sun, 10am-8pm Thu), with an intricately woven gilt dome nicknamed the ‘golden cabbage’. Inside is Klimt’s enormous Beethoven Frieze. 
Nearby, at Karlsplatz, are the unusually attractive train station entrances, or Stadtbahn Pavilions, by Otto Wagner. South of Secession, along Naschmarkt, are the decorated façades of Wagner’s Majolikahaus and Haus Linke Wienzeile (01, Linke Wienzeile 38-40). 
You can see the influence of Klimt, plus a little of Spain’s Gaudí, on architect and artist Friedensreich Hundertwasser’s Kunsthaus Wien (%712 04 91-0; 03, Untere Weissgerberstrasse 13; adult/concession €9/7, temporary exhibitions €15/12, half-price Mon; h10am-7pm). Nearby, on the corner of Löwengasse and Kegelgasse, there’s a block of residential flats by Hundert​wasser.

Schloss Schönbrunn 
The Habsburgs’ 1440-room summer palace, Schloss Schönbrunn (%811 13-0; 13, Schönbrunner Schlossstrasse 47; self-guided 22-/40-room tours adult €8/10.50, student €6.90/7.99; h8.30am-5pm Apr-Oct, 8.30am-4.30pm Nov-Mar), won’t be to everyone’s taste. On a sunny day, however, no opportunity should be missed to laze around its Versailles-like gardens (admission free). There’s a maze (adult/concession €2.10/1.45) and similar attract​ions. Get there on U-Bahn No 4.

Riesenrad
Anyone who’s seen the film The Third Man will recognise the Riesenrad (Giant Wheel; admission €7.50) in the Prater amusement park; it’s where Orson Welles ad-libbed his immortal speech about peace, Switzerland and cuckoo clocks. 

Cemeteries 
Beethoven, Schubert, Brahms and Schönberg have memorial tombs in the atmospheric Zentralfriedhof (Central Cemetery; 11, Simmeringer Hauptstrasse 232-244), about 4km south of the centre. Mozart also has a monument here, but he is actually buried in the St Marxer Friedhof (Cemetery of St Mark; 03, Leberstrasse 6-8). 

Naschmarkt 
Saturday is the busiest day at this market (06, Linke Wienzeile; h6am-6pm Mon-Sat), when the week’s food and clothes stalls are joined by a flea market. Curios and trinkets sit beside delicious produce from Austrian farms. 

Water Sports 
You can swim and sail in the stretches of water known as the Old Danube, located northeast of the Donaustadt island, and also in the the New Donau, which runs parallel to and just north of the Donaukanal (Danube Canal).

SALSBURG:
Eisriesenwelt Höhle: The world's largest accessible ice caves are in the mountains near Salzburg. These Eisriesenwelt Höhle (Giant Ice Caves) house elaborate and beautiful ice formations. Take warm clothes because - surprise, surprise - it gets cold inside. The tour lasts 75 minutes, so you need to be reasonably fit.
Web: http://www.eisriesenwelt.at

Krimml Falls, must-see waterfall: These triple-level falls are an inspiring sight and attract hordes of visitors in summer. In winter, the slopes above Krimml village become a ski area, and the falls a static lump of ice. The falls' combined height is 380m (1246ft), over three main sections connected by a twisting river and rapids. The trail alongside them is steep in parts, but rewarding.

Hohe Tauern National Park: This park covers over 1786 sq km (690 sq mi), making it Europe's biggest. At the heart of this protected oasis of flora and fauna (including marmots and some rare ibexes) lies the 3797m (12,454ft) Grossglockner, Austria's highest mountain. The highway through the park, the Grossglockner Hochalpenstrasse, is one of the world's most scenic.

Schloss Hellbrunn: Built in the 17th century by bishop Markus Sittikus, this castle is mainly known for its ingenious trick fountains and water-powered figures. When the tour guides set them off, expect to get wet! Admission includes a tour of the baroque palace. Other parts of the garden (without fountains) are open year-round and free to visit. Hours: Apr & Oct 9:00am-4:30pm, May-Jun & Sep 9:00am-5:30pm, Jul-Aug 9:00am-10:00pm. Web: http://www.hellbrunn.at <http://www.hellbrunn.at/> 

*    Festung Hohensalzburg is the fortress that sits at the end of the Monchsberg mountain and is the largest preserved citadel in Central Europe. It is the symbol of the city and apart from the fantastic views contains the state rooms of the Salzburg Prince-Archbishops, a torture museum and more. To reach the top there is a cable car or a 15 minute walk. 
*    The beautiful baroque Cathedral to St Virgil and St Rupert sits on Domplatz and was reconstructed in the 17th Century after a fire. The Italian architect was heavily influenced by Roman churches. 
*    St Peter’s Abbey, the catacombs and cemetery are located just around from the Domplatz up against the mountain. The cemetery dates back from Roman times. Featured in ‘The Sound of Music’ when the family were hiding from the Nazis. 
*    The Mirabell gardens have beautifully landscaped flower beds with the fantastic backdrop of the fortress. Definitely a Kodak moment! Maria and the children sang ‘Do-Re-Mi’ here. 
*    A short walk just out of the town centre is the Augustiner Brewery. Walk through the still used monastery to the beer hall or garden. Grab a stein, give it a wash and then get it filled with delicious beer. Partake in some Austrian delicacies like dumplings, pork knuckle or wurst.
*    Hellbrunn Palace was built for the Prince-Archbishop Marcus Sitticus as his country house. Built in the early 17th Century by the same architect as the Cathedral. Apart from the lovely grounds watch out for the trick fountains..make sure your camera is protected. 
*    Salzburg is a great city to do an Ice caves tour. Purchase a tour from the Busabout guide and then you’ll be picked up and taken on an escorted tour into the mountains and in to caves with beautiful natural ice sculptures. 
*    The Natural History Museum is interesting only because a lot of the exhibits are so old that they have a thick layer of dust and were considered a wonder or marvel back then but now wouldn’t even be put in a museum. A little quirky but interesting nonetheless. 
*    Depending on the crowd on the tour, The Sound of Music tour can be a very fun day out. Round up some friends and have a laugh, sing at the top of your lungs, re-enact scenes and generally make big, fun fools of yourselves. 
*    The main street of Getreidegasse is considered Austria’s most beautiful shopping area. Definitely stop in one of the cake shops and sample a delicious Austrian sweet specialty.
LP:
Orientation
The pedestrianised old town, with most attractions, is south of the River Salzach. On the north bank is the new town plus Mozart’s Wohnhaus and Schloss Mirabell 

Sights
A Unesco World Heritage Site, Salzburg’s old town is entrancing both at ground level and from the hills above.
Residenzplatz, with its horse fountain, is a good starting point. Head south to the Dom (Cathedral), with its bronze doors symbolising faith, hope and charity. From here, head west along Franziskanergasse and turn left into a courtyard for St Peterskirche. Among lovingly tended graves in this abbey’s grounds is the entrance to the Katakomben (Catacombs; adult/student €1/0.70; h10.30am-5pm summer, 10.30am-3.30pm winter). The Stift Nonnberg (Nonnberg Abbey), where The Sound of Music first finds Maria, is back east of the Festung Hohensalzburg.
You can also walk along the crest of the hill behind the old town. Climb the steps from Toscanini Hof, behind the Festival Halls, or take the Mönchsberg lift (one-way/return €1.30/2.60) from Anton Neumayr Platz. 
On the north side of the river, follow the stairs from Linzer Gasse 14 to the lookout at the Kapuzinerkloster (Capuchin Monastery).

Festung Hohensalzburg 
The many archbishop-princes who ruled Salzburg lived in the fortress ((842 430-11; www.salzburgburgen.at; Mönchsberg 34; adult/concession for grounds only €3.60/3, with interiors & audio guide €7.20/6; h9am-6pm 15 Mar-14 Jun, 9am-7pm 15 Jun-14 Sep, 9am-5pm 15 Sep-14 Mar). The current incarnation dates from 1077 and houses ornate state rooms, torture chambers and museums. 
It takes 15 minutes to walk up, or catch the funicular Festungsbahn ((849 750; Festungsgasse 4; adult/concession one-way, incl admission to fortress grounds €5.60/5; h9am-9pm May-Sep, 9am-5pm Oct-Apr). 

Schloss Mirabell 
The formal gardens, with their tulips, crocuses and Greek statues, are the main drawcard at this palace, built by the prince-archbishop Wolf Dietrich for his mistress in 1606. Standing at their western end and looking east towards the fortress gives you an iconic Salzburg view. Having featured in The Sound of Music, the gardens are now popular for weddings and open-air concerts. 

Museums 
Although Mozart is a major Salzburg attraction, the man himself couldn’t wait to leave. Consequently, Mozart’s Geburtshaus (Birthplace; (844 313; Getreidegasse 9; adult/concession €5.50/4.50; h9am-6pm Sep-Jun, 9am-7pm Jul & Aug, last entry 30 min before closing) and his Wohnhaus (Residence; (874 227-40; Makartplatz 8; admission & has for Geburtshaus) only cover his early years before he left town in 1780, aged 24. A combined ticket for both is €9 (concession €7). The more extensive Wohnhaus houses the Mozart Sound & Film Museum (admission free). 

Ask the tourist office about secondary Salzburg museums

Getting around
Bus drivers sell singles for €1.70. Other tickets, including day passes (€3.20), must be bought from the automatic machines at major stops or Tabak shops. Top Bike ((0676-476 7259; www.topbike.at) rents bikes at the Intertreff Café, outside the train station, and on the main city bridge.

Drinking
Augustiner Bräustübl ((431 246; Augustinergasse 4-6; h3-11pm Mon-Fri, 2.30-11pm Sat & Sun) It’s Oktoberfest year-round at this huge hillside warren of beer halls. Well, perhaps it’s not always quite so boisterous, but the local monks’ brew – served in generously sized ceramic mugs – certainly keeps the huge crowd humming. 
Stieglkeller (Festungsgasse 10; h10am-10pm Apr-Oct) Below the fortress, this beer hall’s best feature is its terrace overlooking the town. On weekend evenings, the crowds stream along Rudolfskai, Salzburg’s most famous stretch of bars, clubs, Irish pubs and discos. However, most punters are barely out of, or still in, their teens. 
Bar Flip ((843 643; Gstättengasse 17) This dark, low-ceilinged bar is the popular student option among the small cluster of hip bars around Anton Neumayr Platz. Serving cocktails and cheap beer, it stays open until 4am on weekends (2am other nights).

ST JOHANN
*    Sky diving at 12,000 feet for €196(Aprox) and get the video for an extra €89(Aprox). 
*    Canyoning in a full-length wetsuit, harness and helmet for €59(Aprox). 
*    Paragliding over the Alps for €99(Aprox) and get 12 photos for an extra  €15(Aprox). 
*    Bike tour in the Tirolian countryside with a guided tour for €20(Aprox) and when the tour is finished you keep the bike for the rest of the day. 
*    Summer tobogganing down the mountain for €6.50(Aprox) with the chair lift up or €2.50(Aprox) to walk up. 
*    Bungee trampline up to 9 meters for €4.90(Aprox) 
*    Bunny's Pub for good food and drink ... 
*    .... sometimes they have a live band. 
*    Take a left out of Bunny's Pub to experience the town, shops, cafe's, the church, a nice small square with some good places to eat. 
*    Breakfast at Bunny's Pub the day the bus arrives for €5.50(Aprox) and you get a proper fry up with bacon, eggs, tomatoes, roll, tea, coffee, and juice.

Population : 
St. Johann is in Tirol (sometimes spelt Tyrol) which presents acres of quintessential Alpine scenery, with huge mountain ranges surrounding Innsbruck (Tirol’s capital), superb ski resorts, the Hohe Tauern National Park and the Grossglockner (3797m), Austria’s highest peak. 
Tirol:
Innsbruk
Ski @ stubai glacier near Innsbruck, tirol

INNSBRUCK
Nearly everywhere you move in Innsbruck, majestic snowcapped mountains dominate your view. True, when you duck into the narrow, covered streets of the medieval town they sometimes disappear from sight. However, once you’ve seen the famous Golden Roof and re-emerge, there they are still. It’s hard to resist the urge to get up high on an all-day mountainside hike. 

KITZBÜHEL
Kitzbühel, a fashionable and prosperous winter resort offering excellent skiing, is renowned for the daring Hahnenkamm downhill ski race in January. In summer, dozens of hiking trails surround the town or you can swim in the Schwarzsee lake.

LIENZ
With the jagged Dolomite mountain ranges crowding its southern skyline, the capital of East Tirol makes a scenic staging point when travelling through the Hohe Tauern National Park.

HOHE TAUERN NATIONAL PARK
The largest national park in the Alps (1786 sq km) is a hiking paradise where flora and fauna are protected. The park contains the Grossglockner (3797m), Austria’s highest mountain, which towers over the 10km-long Pasterze Glacier. The best viewing point is Franz Josefs Höhe, reached from Lienz by bus between mid-June and late September (round-trip fare €10.20, plus a €2.70 toll for the park). 

VEN

*    St. Marks Square & Basilica, The Doge’s Palace and Prison. These are the main attractions in Venice. St. Mark’s Square is the largest and most beautiful and romantic square in Venice! Sometimes you’ll find orchestras playing outside in front of the cafes. The Doge’s Palace is absolutely stunning and houses precious art work. And go through the prison to see the dungeons where people were sentenced…one being Casanova!
    Tip: Do not get ripped off by having a cappuccino and croissant in St. Marks Square (can cost you €20), just walk through the Square and enjoy the music for free. 
*    The Bridge of  Sighs (“Ponte dei Sospiri”). This famous bridge connects the Doge’s Palace and prison.  Prisoners that were sentenced in the Doges palace walked through the Bridge of Sighs to make their way to the prison. They say this was their last breath and view of Venice, hence its name “Bridge of Sighs”. You’ll find loads of tourists taking pictures in front of it; you can also walk through the bridge when you pay to go into the Doge’s Palace and prison. 
*    The Rialto Bridge and Pescheria.  In the past, the main industry in Venice was trade. The Rialto Bridge is the first bridge built along the Grand Canal and it was the main trading area for the merchants. Today, check out the  souvenir and jewellery shops. You can also catch a glimpse of the locals shopping at the Pescheria (fish market) around the corner from 6AM to 1PM. This area has been the sight of the fish and produce market for centuries! 
*    Accademia Bridge and The Accademia Galleries. The Accademia Bridge is a large wooden bridge that spans the Grand Canal and was the 2nd of 3 bridges built across the canal. It offers a great picture opportunity of the beautiful Grand Canal! You’ll also find gelato shops and cafes nearby. So, treat yourself to some delicious gelato or a cappuccino! 
*    Ca’Rezzonico Museum. This is the best museum housed in a 17th century palace along the Grand Canal. Most palaces along the Grand Cannal have been converted into hotels or museums. This palace is one of the few that is still furnished as it was in the past and contains amazing frescoes.
*    Maria Della Salute Church. This stunning church is built along the Grand Canal. It took over 50 years to complete this church and it is built on over 1 million wooden pilings to support the structure. 
*    Gondola Ride along Grand Canal. Of course Venice is known for its gondolas. So, whilst in Venice, you may want to splurge on a gondola ride (depending on what time of day you go, they can cost between €75-€120).
    Tip: You can try to negotiate the price; go before 8PM for lower prices and 6 persons can fit on one gondola, so go with friends so you can split the cost. 
*    Islands of Murano and Burano. The art of blowing glass is centuries old and is said to have originated in Venice…this art has been passed down for generations. Check out a free glass blowing demonstration in one of the glass factories in Murano. Burano is a picturesque fishing village near Murano that is known for its rainbow coloured houses and lace making. 
    Tip: Take the Vaporetto (a motorised boat), which is Venice’s form of public transport, from the Fondamenta Nuova to get to the Murano and Burano islands. 
*    Santa Maria Formosa Church in Campo Santa Maria Formosa. Get away from the tourist ridden St. Marks square and Rialto bride to this church, which is located in a beautiful and large square. Here you will find the locals strolling around and enjoying a glass of wine. 
    Tip: The church sometimes hosts classical music concerts during season. Various churches also hold Vivaldi concerts. Check out concert dates and prices at the local tourist office.  
*    Suggested souvenirs to buy: Murano glass, Venetian masks, wool or silk scarves, silver jewellery, stationary products, leather bags, a bottle of Bellini cocktail (a drink invented in Venice that is made of peach schnapps, raspberry and white sparkling wine), Prosecco (a white sparkling wine from the Veneto region), Limoncello (lemon liquor).  

LP:

No single reason can account for the ‘floating’ city’s 15 million annual visitors, but the Grand Dame of northern Italy remains arguably the nation’s biggest draw. Little matches the pulse-quickening beauty, and teeth-grinding frustration, of stunning Venice. 

Click Here for our Guides Top Ten! 

Countless travellers, dreamers, legendary lovers and dictators have fallen for La Serenissima. Writers from Byron to contemp​orary best-seller Jeanette Winterson have all used Venice to bewitching effect. Even Napoleon pronounced Piazza San Marco ‘the finest drawing room in Europe’. The lagoon’s islands were settled during barbarian invasions around 1500 years ago, when the Veneto’s inhabitants sought refuge in the area, building the city on pole foundations pounded into the marshy subsoil. Following centuries of Byzantine rule, Venice morphed into a republic ruled by a succession of doges (chief magistrates), enjoying one thousand years of independence. 

Expansion of trade links followed in the wake of rapid evolution in maritime expertise – Marco Polo ultimately left from here on his epic China expedition in 1271, just one of many seafarers who stimulated cultural cross-pollination at this strategic nexus. Venice eventually dominated half the Mediterranean, the Adriatic and trade routes to the Levant. 

Today, delivery boats jostle chintzy gondolas, and the pigeons are only out​numbered by the swarms of tourists. Regular flooding (acqua alte – ‘high waters’) and sky-high prices make it difficult to actually live here: most ‘locals’ commute from Mestre, across the lagoon.

Walking is the key to discovering Venice. Dorsoduro and Castello rarely see tourists; you can wander for hours in the streets between the Accademia and the train station. Another tactic is choosing your hours strategically; even San Marco is basically empty from midnight to dawn. At this moonlit moment, you’ll be suddenly and irrevocably seduced by the Queen of the Seas.

Orientation

Venice is built on 117 islands with 150-odd canals and 400 bridges. Only three bridges cross the Canal Grande (Grand Canal): the Rialto, the Accademia and the Scalzi near the railway. 

The city is divided into six sestieri (quarters): Cannaregio, Castello, San Marco, Dorsoduro, San Polo and Santa Croce. A street can be a calle, ruga or salizzada; beside a canal it’s a fondamenta, a canal is a rio, a filled 

canal-turned-street is a rio terra. The only square in Venice called a piazza is San Marco; the others are called campo. Venice’s street numbering is unique, too. Instead of a system based on individual streets, each sestiere has a series of numbers; addresses are virtually meaningless unless you are a Venetian postie. Getting lost is inevitable, so enjoy! 

There are no cars. All public transport is via the canals, on vaporetti (water buses) or with ‘Shanks’ Pony’ (your feet). Walking from the train station to San Marco along the main drag, Lista di Spagna (whose name changes often), takes about 30 minutes, follow the signs to San Marco. From San Marco the Rialto, the Accademia and the train station are signposted but sometimes confusingly, particularly in Dorsoduro and San Polo.

Sights

Before you visit Venice’s churches, museums and monuments,  take vaporetto (water bus) No 1 along the Grand Canal, lined with rococo, Gothic, Moorish and Renaissance palaces. Then, stretch your legs with a decent walk: start at San Marco and either delve into the tiny lanes of tranquil Castello or head for the Ponte dell’Accademia to reach the narrow streets and squares of Dorsoduro and San Polo. Most museums are closed Monday.

PIAZZA & BASILICA DI SAN MARCO 

San Marco’s dreamy quality stuns, first time or fiftieth. The piazza is enclosed by the basilica and the elegant arcades of the Procuratie Vecchie and Procuratie Nuove. While you’re standing gob-smacked you might view the bronze mori (Moors) strike the bell of the 15th-century Torre dell’Orologio (clock tower). 

From a distance, it looks like some sort of glorious ice-cream cake, but the Basilica di San Marco (St Mark’s Basilica) was the Western counterpart of Constantinople’s Santa Sophia, built to house the body of St Mark. Stolen from his Egyptian burial place and smuggled to Venice in a barrel of pork, the saint has been reburied several times (at least twice poor St Mark was ‘lost’), his body now resting under the high altar. The present basilica, with its spangled spires, Byzantine domes and façade of mosaics and marble, is the result of centur​ies of redesigning and post-disaster renovations and was finished in (approximately) its current form in 1071. The interior is richly decorated with mo​saics, as well as looted embellishments from the ensuing five centuries. The bronze horses above the entrance are replicas of statues ‘liberated’ from Constantinople in the Fourth Crusade (1204). The originals are in the basilica’s Galleria (admission €1.55). You’ll never forget you’re in a ‘floating’ city; the 12th-century floor undulates, wavelike, after centuries of tidal shifts affecting the foundation. Don’t miss the Pala d’Oro (adult/child €1.50/1), a stunning gold altarpiece decorated with countless priceless jewels. 

The 99m freestanding campanile (bell tower; adult/child €6/3; h9am-9pm late Jun-Aug, 9am-7pm  Apr-Jun & Sep-Oct, 9am-4pm Nov-Mar) dates from the 10th century, although it suddenly collapsed on 14 July 1902 and had to be rebuilt. 

Feeding the pigeons is a ‘cheep’ thrill (about €1). Don’t encourage them.

PALAZZO DUCALE 

The official residence of the doges and seat of the republic’s government, the Palazzo Ducale (admission €9.50; h9am-7pm Apr-Oct, 9am-5pm Nov-Mar, ticket office to 4.30pm) also housed municipal officials and Venice’s prisons. The Sala del Maggior Consiglio features paintings by Tintoretto and Veronese. Tickets also cover entry to the Museo Correr, Biblioteca Marciana and Museo Archeologico. A surcharge (€6) covers the Palazzo Mocenigo (San Stae area), and Burano and Murano museums.

The famous Ponte dei Sospiri (Bridge of Sighs) connects the palace to the dungeons, and evokes a romantic image, possibly through association with former prisoner Casanova (a Venetian native). Far bleaker is the real reason for the sighing; the sadness of condemned prisoners en route to their executions, seeing Venice for the last time.

GALLERIA DELL’ACCADEMIA 

The Academy of Fine Arts (%041 522 22 47; adult/EU citizens 18-25 years/child under 12 & EU citizens under 18 & over 65 €6.50/3.25/free; h8.15am-2pm Mon, 8.15am-7.15pm Tue-Sun) traces the development of Venetian art, including masterpieces by Bellini, Titian, Carpaccio, Tintoretto, Giorg​ione and Veronese.

Don’t miss the Collezione Peggy Guggenheim (%041 240 54 11; www.Guggenheim-venice.it; Palazzo Venier dei Leoni, Dorsoduro 701; adult/student & child €8/5; h10am-6pm Wed-Fri & Sun-Mon, 10am-10pm Sat) displayed in the American heiress’ former home. The brilliant, anachronistic collection runs the gamut of modern art (Bacon, Pollock, Picasso, Dalí, Magritte and more) and the palace is in a sculpture garden where Peggy and her dogs are buried. Aww.

CHURCHES 

Venice has hundreds of churches but don’t investigate them without a Chorus Pass. The Chiesa del Redentore (Church of the Re​deemer) on Giudecca was built by Palladio to commemorate the end of the Great Plague (1576) and is the scene of the annual Festa del Redentore. Longhena’s Chiesa di Santa Maria della Salute ‘guards’ the Grand Canal’s entrance and contains works by Tintoretto and Titian. Definitely visit the great Gothic churches SS Giovanni e Paolo, with its glorious stained-glass windows, and the Frari, home to Titian’s tomb and his uplifting 

Assumption. 

THE LIDO 

This thin strip of land separating Venice from the Adriatic is easily accessible by vaporetto Nos 1, 6, 14, 61 and 82. Once the most fashionable resort – still very popular – it’s near impossible to find space in summer.

ISLANDS 

The island of Murano is the home of Venetian glass. Tour a factory for a behind-the-scenes look at production. Burano, still a relatively sleepy fishing village, is renowned for its lace and colourful houses. Torcello, the republic’s original island settlement, was abandoned due to malaria. Little remains on the hauntingly deserted island, besides the Byzantine cath​edral, with its mosaics intact. Vaporetto No 12 services all three.

GONDOLAS 

Ring-tones have supplanted serenades, but if you must, you must… And it’ll cost you –

before/after 8pm €62/78, for 50 minutes. These fixed/official rates are per-gondola (licensed for six people).

Getting around

Cars must be parked on Tronchetto or at Piazzale Roma (Lido allows cars – take car ferry No 17 from Tronchetto). The car parks aren’t cheap (€18 per day); an option is leaving the car at Fusina, near Mestre, taking vaporetto No 16 to Zattere, and then No 82  to Piazza San Marco or the train station.

As Venice is carless, vaporetti (single/return €3.10/5.20, 24-/72-hour unlimited use ticket €19/31) are the city’s mode of public transport. Full timetables are available at ticket offices (€0.50). The most useful vaporetti are:

No 1 – From Piazzale Roma, the No 1 zigzags along the Grand Canal to San Marco, then to the Lido. 

No 12 – Departs from Fondamenta Nuove for the islands of Murano, Burano and Torcello. 

No 82 – Faster than the No 1 if you’re anxious to get to San Marco. Also services Giudecca. 

Traghetti (the public gondolas used for crossing the Grand Canal; per crossing €0.50) get you a less romanticised ‘gondola’ experience. Use them; they’re quick, cheap, fun and authentically Venetian.

Information

INTERNET ACCESS

There are tonnes of Internet cafés but none of them are cheap. The airport is a Wi-Fi hotspot. 

Casanova (%041 524 06 64; Rio Tera Lista di Spagna, Cannaregio 158/a; per hr €7; h9am-11.30pm) A cheesy club and a combined webcafé in one, close to the station.

Netgate (%041 244 02 13; Calle dei Preti Crosera 3812, Dorsoduro; per hr €6; h10.15am-8pm Mon-Fri, 10.15am-10pm Sat, 2.15-10pm Sun) 

Nethouse (%041 277 11 90; Campo Santo Stefano, San Marco 2967; per 20min/1hr €3/9; h24hr) Nethouse has tonnes of screens, plus printing and fax services.

Planet Internet (%041 524 41 88; Rio Terrà San Leonardo, Cannaregio 1520; per hr €7; h8am-11pm) Good central location; the perfect place to surf while doing laundry. 

LAUNDRY 

Speedy Wash (Rio Terrà San Leonardo, Cannaregio 1520; 8kg wash/dry €4.50/3; h9am-10pm) 

MEDICAL & EMERGENCY SERVICES 

For emergency services responses in foreign languages, call %112.

Ospedale Civile (%041 529 41 11; Campo SS Giovanni e Paolo)

Police Headquarters (%041 271 55 11; Fondamenta di San Lorenzo, Castello 5053) Handles thefts etc

MONEY 

Ouch. Venice is Italy’s expensive city. Prepare yourself for paying nearly double here for things of similar standard elsewhere in Italy. 

American Express (%041 520 08 44; Salizzada San Moisè 1471; h9am-5.30pm Mon-Fri, 9.30am-12.30pm Sat & Sun) 

Change office (h7am- 9pm) At the train station.

Travelex (Thomas Cook; %041 522 47 51; Piazza San Marco 141; h9am-7pm Mon-Sat, 9.30am-5pm Sun) 

POST

Post office (Salizzada del Fontego dei Tedeschi; h8.10am-7pm Mon-Sat) In an atmospheric former trading house near the Rialto. 

TOURIST INFORMATION 

Central Venice has three tourist offices (%041 529 87 11) train station (h8am-8pm) Piazza San Marco 71f (h9.45am-3.15pm Mon-Sat) Venice Pavilion (h10am-6pm), the latter on the waterfront. Further offices are at Piazzale Roma (h8am-8pm), the Lido and the airport. 

Visitors aged 14 to 29 can buy a Rolling Venice card (%041 241 39 08; €3), offering dis​counts on food, accommodation, shop​ping, transport and museums. Available from various outlets, you’ll need your passport and a colour photograph. The excellent Chorus Pass (adult/child/student €8/5/5) gets you into 15 of Venice’s most beautiful churches, many boasting a masterpiece or two. For both passes, ask at the tourist offices.

The Venice Card (%041 24 24; www.venicecard.it; blue card under 29 years 1/3/7 days €9/22/49, over 29 years €14/29/51, orange card under 29 years €18/35/61, over 29 years €28/47/68) isn’t always a saving, but could be, depending on your itinerary; check its coverage before spending.

Festivals & Events

Venice knows how to party. Carnevale (trans​lated as ‘truth in/of flesh) is the city’s famed last-knees-up-before-Lent (late February, early March). Everyone dons spectacular masks and costumes for a 10-day street party. At its 18th-century peak, the drinking, dancing and debauchery lasted six months!

At Feste del’ Laure, students lampoon their graduating comrades (getting their PhDs) by putting up caricatured posters all over town, and singing many verses of a decidedly anatomical ditty while parading drunkenly through the streets. It’s held mainly in March and November.

Held on the third weekend in July, Festa del Redentore (Festival of the Redeemer) celebrates the Great Plague’s end; it features a spectacular fireworks display. 

The Regata Storica is a wildly colourful gondola race held on the Grand Canal the first Sunday in September.

Venice Biennale is the major, year-long exhibition of international visual arts held every even-numbered year, while the Venice International Film Festival is Italy’s take on Cannes; programmed by the Biennale organisers, it’s held every September.

Eating

Eating in Venice is generally expensive. Value lies lurking away from big landmarks though, and affordable self-catering/snack options abound. Staples of Venetian cuisine are rice, beans and seafood. Try risotto con piselli (risotto with peas) followed by a glass of fragolino, a fragrant strawberry wine. Around 4pm you’ll notice everyone drinking sprizze – an apéritif of prosecco (Venetian sparkling white), soda and a bitter mixer, usually Aperol, giving the drink its trademark colour. Delicious!

CAFÉS & BARS 

Venetian café culture isn’t limited to de rigueur string sections and extortionate dollars in San Marco’s. 

Torrefazione Costarica (%041 71 63 71; Strada Nuovo, Cannaregio 1337; h8am-6.30pm) Serves Venice’s best (and cheapest) coffee. Unassuming purveyors, Camillo Marchi and family, make wonderful espresso for €0.65 (cappuccinos €1.05). You can even watch him roasting tomorrow’s beans, comforted in the knowledge he’s supplying the cafés across town charging 10 times as much.

Barbanera (%041 541 07 17; Calle de le Bande, Castello 5356; h11am-midnight) A birreria/enoteca (wine and beer bar) which does good food. The fish soup is cheap (€5) and authentic, the deep-fried olives (€3) pure salty deliciousness. 

GELATI & PASTRIES 

There’s no shortage of great pastries and gelato in Venice. 

Il Doge (%041 523 46 07; Campo Santa Margherita, Dorsoduro 3058/a; small/large gelato €1.50/3; h10am-2am Feb-Nov) The finest gelato on the sweetest piazza. 

Rosa Salva (%041 522 79 49; rsalva@doge.it; Campo SS Giovanni e Paolo, Castello 6779; h7.30am-8.30pm Thu-Tue) One hundred years after launching as a ‘travelling kitchen’, delivering hot meals by gondola, Rosa Salva’s reputation is lofty. Enjoy some of the best coffee and pastries in Venice while perusing local art exhibits. 

RESTAURANTS 

Sahara (%041 72 10 77; Fondamenta della Misericordia, Cannaregio 2519; mains €10, set menu without drinks €20; hlunch & dinner Tue-Sun) In what passes for a nightlife district in Cannaregio, Sahara is an excellent Arabic alternative to Italian food. The Syrian cooking is delicious, and there’s belly dancing every Saturday night. 

Iguana (%041 71 35 61; Fondamenta della Miser

icordia, Cannaregio 2521; meals €9-11, happy hr sprizze €1; h6pm-1am Tue-Sun, happy hr 6.30-8pm) If Tex-Mex is your thing, hit Iguana for Americano flavours, or simply swing by at happy hour for 1½ hours of cheap sprizzing! 

Vino Vino (%041 523 70 27; www.vinovino.co.it; Ponte delle Veste, 2007/a, San Marco; mains €10; h10.30am-midnight Wed-Mon) At Ponte Veste near Teatro La Fenice, this fantastic wine bar also does excellent food. Typical Venetian specialities abound; a moodily evocative place to try some polenta or pasta con nero di seppia (pasta in shellfish ink). There is a choice of 350 wines by the bottle/glass.

Cip Ciap (%041 523 66 21; Calle del Mondo Nuovo, Castello, 5799; pizza slice €2.30) Cip Ciap is cheap and cheerful, just right for a simple snack. Near buzzy Campo Santa Maria Formosa. 

Ae Oche (Three Geese; %041 524 11 61; Calle del

Tintor, Santa Croce 1552a/b; pizza €7; hlunch & dinner) Venice’s best pizzeria is worth the extra cost. Choose from 90 (!) pizzas or excellent pastas in the inviting, saloon-style dining room, then chase it all with sgroppino. This cool, creamy, alcoholic lemon sorbet is heavenly after a meal, a little-known Venetian treat.

La Zucca (The Pumpkin; %041 524 15 70; San Giacomo dell’Orio, Santa Croce 1762; mains €10-16; hlunch & dinner Mon-Sat) This is a smashing, tiny osteria purveying innovative dishes using seasonal vegetables. The vegetarian lasagne is stunning, the fennel in spicy olive sauce transcendent. Rabbit, wild fowl and horse are also offered. Rustic ambience and magnificent service. Book ahead.

Osteria ai 4 Ferri (%041 520 69 78; Calle Lunga San Barnaba, Dorsoduro 2754/a; mains €12-17; hlunch & dinner) Splash out at this briny osteria off Campo San Barnaba, respected for its seafood delights (especially shellfish). The combination of young owners and traditional outlook is working; booking is required.

Cantina do Mori (%041 522 54 01; Sottoportego dei do Mori, San Polo 429; light meals €4-8; h8.30am-8.30pm Mon-Sat) A small, very popular wine bar also serving great sandwiches and cicchetti (Venetian ‘tapas’, or light snacks). Two centuries of superb snacks mean it’s usually packed with dedicated locals. Great for a light meal or aperitivo. 

Pizza Al Volo (%041 522 54 30; Campo Santa Margherita, Dorsoduro 2944; slice €1.50, whole pizzas €4-6; hlunch & dinner) Venice’s favourite cheapie pizza takeaway serves tasty slices the size of sheets. Don’t miss this bargain beauty. 

SELF-CATERING 

For fruit, vegetables, and deli items, head for the markets in the streets on the San Polo side of the Rialto, or the Rio Terrà San Leonardo in Cannaregio. There are also supermarkets: Mega 1, just off Campo Santa Margherita, and Standa (Strada Nova).

Entertainment

Teatro La Fenice (%041 78 65 11; www.teatrolafenice

.it, Campo San Fantin, San Marco 1970; admission varies; hvaries) Fire damage in 1996 saw the city’s grandest theatre closed for repairs for seven years, only to re-emerge from the ashes, like the phoenix it’s named after. The nexus of high (performance) art in Venice. 

Palazzo Grassi (www.palazzograssi.it; San Samuele, San Marco 3231; tickets adult/concession €9/6.50; h10am-

7pm) Backed by the financial clout of automotive giant FIAT, Palazzo Grassi is the schmick venue for major art exhibitions, from ancient to modern.

Shopping

Venice is synonymous with elaborate decorative work and craftworks, primarily Murano’s glassware and Burano’s lace. Marbled paper and luscious velvet fabrics are other famous items. There are several workshops and showrooms in Venice, but the quality is inconsistent – there are many knockoffs.

Drinking

The holy trinity for late drinks are the three ‘coloured’ cafés: Blue, Noir and Rosso. 

Il Caffè (%041 528 79 98; Campo San Margherita, Dorsoduro 2963; huntil late) Better known as Café Rosso for its big red sign, this fantastic hub is heavingly popular. The cool staff make the best sprizze in Venice, and might even let you assault their piano – student-fuelled jams aren’t uncommon. A slice of Venetian heaven.

Café Blue (%041 71 02 27; cafébluevenezia@hotmail

.com; Salizzada San Pantalon, Dorsoduro 3778; huntil late Mon-Sat; i) A pub-like den not far from Santa Margherita, Café Blue usually figures in any Dorsoduro giro d’ombra (Venetian-style low-key pub crawl). Dark and atmospheric, it’s a slightly shabby option, but still warm and inviting. Free Internet access.

Café Noir (%041 71 09 25; Calle San Pantalon 3805; h7am-2am Mon-Sat, 9am-2am Sun) A laid-back, more studenty hang-out, occupied night and day with locals catching up on gossip, flirting, drinking, eating and enjoying the casual atmosphere. 

Paradiso Perduto (Paradise Lost; %041 72 05 81; Fonda​menta della Misericordia, Cannaregio 2540; h7pm-late, happy hr 6.30-7.30pm Thu-Mon, lunch Sat & Sun) Popular, dim, faux-Bohemian bar/eatery/club with live and DJ-fuelled music. It’s queer-friendly, self-consciously outré and does an awesome quasi-buffet lunch at weekends. 

Inishark (%041 523 53 00; Calle Mondo Nuovo, Castello 5787; h5.30pm-2am Tue-Sun, closed Aug) A fun Irish bar so low-lit you’ll need the light from the TV screens showing football games to even see your Guinness. 

Bar Du Champ (%041 528 62 55; Campo Santa Margherita, Dorsoduro 3019; h10am-2am) Hip bar considered studenty because of the location, but really pulling a mixed crowd. It has panini for €1 to €2 and Tetley’s on tap. It’s more swish than it sounds, and a real Venetian hot spot

RO:

If you had time for just one city in life, Rome’s your spot – gloriously artistic, romantically beautiful and endearingly pazzo (crazy). No other city so stylishly meshes its significant, visible history with its hip, contemporary, fun-loving self. Whether you have a weekend or a month, beguiling Rome will swallow you whole, charm you to pieces, then leave you craving more. 

Rome’s 2500-plus years of history have produced a veritable archive of Western culture, from the remnants of ancient Rome to the artistic splendours of the Renaissance and baroque periods. Historic beauties aside, modern Rome is exceptionally vibrant and simmers with passion. Take a big breath, dive in and prepare for sensory overload.

Orientation

Despite Rome’s vastness, most major sights are within the relatively small centro storico (historic centre), just west of and walkable from Stazione Termini, the central train station. The main bus terminus is in Piazza del Cinquecento, directly in front of the train station. Many intercity buses arrive and depart from the Piazzale Tiburtina, in front of Stazione Tiburtina, accessible from Termini on the Metro Linea B.

Sights

When it comes to seeing the sights, that old adage – Roma, non basta una vita (Rome, a lifetime is not enough) – couldn’t be more true. It would take 900 days just to visit all of Rome’s churches, one a day. Fortunately, you can briskly cover many of the important sights in three days. Entry to various attractions is free for EU citizens aged under 18 and over 65, and half-price for EU citizens aged between 18 and 25, those from countries with reciprocal arrangements, and many students. Cumulative tickets represent good value with discounts for multiple main attractions; ask at primary sites or call (06 399 67 700.

Roman Forum & Palatine Hill

The ancient Roman commercial, political and religious centre, the Roman Forum ((06 399 67 700; admission to Forum free, to Palatine Hill with Colosseum €8; h9am-1hr before sunset Mon-Sat), stands in a valley between the Capitoline and Palatine Hills. Originally marshland, the area was drained during the early republican era and began as a typical public piazza (square). Its importance declined along with the empire after the 4th century AD, and the temples, monuments and buildings constructed by emperors, consuls and senators over a period of 900 years fell into ruin until eventually the site was used as pasture land. 

As you enter, to your left is the Tempio di Antonino e Faustina, erected by the senate in AD 141 and transformed into a church in the 8th century. To your right are the remains of the Basilica Aemilia, built in 179 BC and plundered for marble during the Renaissance. The Via Sacra, which traverses the Forum from northwest to southeast, runs in front of the basilica. Towards the Campidoglio is the Curia, once the meeting place of the Roman senate and converted into a church. In front of the Curia is the Lapis Niger, a large piece of black marble that purportedly covered Romulus’ grave. 

The Arco di Settimo Severo was erected in AD 203 in honour of this emperor and his sons, and is considered one of Italy’s major triumphal arches. A circular base stone beside the arch marks the umbilicus urbis, the symbolic centre of ancient Rome. 

To the southwest of the arch is the Tempio di Saturno, one of the most important ancient Roman temples, used as the state treasury. The Basilica Giulia, in front of the temple, was the seat of justice, and nearby is the Tempio di Giulio Cesare, erected by Augustus in 29 BC on the site where Caesar’s body was burned and Mark Antony read his famous speech.

Southeast of the temple is the Chiesa di Santa Maria Antiqua, the oldest Christian church in the Forum, now closed to the public. Back on the Via Sacra is the Case delle Vestali, home of the virgins who tended the sacred flame in the adjoining Tempio di Vesta. The Arco di Tito, at the Colosseum end of the Forum, was built in AD 81 in honour of the victories of Titus and Vespasian against Jerusalem.

From this point, climb the Palatine, where wealthy Romans built their homes and Romulus supposedly founded the city. Worth a look is the impressive Domus Augustana, the private residence of the emperors; the Domus Flavia, the residence of Domitian; the Tempio della Magna Mater, built in 204 BC; and the fresco-adorned Casa di Livia, thought to belong to the wife of Emperor Augustus.

Piazza del Campidoglio

Perched atop Capitoline Hill, elegant Piazza del Campidoglio  was designed by Michelangelo in 1538. Formerly the seat of the ancient Roman government, it is now the seat of the city’s municipal government. Michelangelo also designed the façades of the three palaces bordering the piazza. A modern copy of the bronze equestrian statue of Emperor Marcus Aurelius is at its centre; the original is on display in the ground-floor portico of the Palazzo Nuovo (also called Palazzo del Museo Capitolino). This forms part of the Musei Capitolini ((06 671 02 071; admission €6.20; h9am-8pm Tue-Sun), well worth visiting for their collections of ancient Roman sculpture.

Vatican City 

In 1929, Mussolini, under the Lateran Treaty, gave the pope full sovereignty over what is now the world’s smallest country.

The tourist office ((06 698 81 662; Piazza di San Pietro; h8.30am-7pm Mon-Sat) is to the left of the basilica. Tours of the Vatican City gardens ((06 698 84 466; €10) can be organised here. The city has its own postal service, newspaper, radio station and army of Swiss Guards. 

ST PETER’S BASILICA & SQUARE 

Whatever your faith, Christendom’s most famous church is more than likely going to leave you awestruck. St Peter’s Basilica (San Pietro; admission free; h7am-7pm Apr-Sep, 7am-6pm Oct-Mar) stands on the location where St Peter was buried. The first church here was built in the 4th century, and in 1506 work started on a new basilica, designed by Bramante.

Michelangelo took over the project in 1547, at the age of 72, and designed the grand dome, which soars 120m above the altar. It was completed in 1590, long after the artist had died. Treasures in the cavernous interior include Michelangelo’s superb Pietá, sculpted when he was only 24 years old and the only work to carry his signature. 

Entrance to the dome is to the right as you climb the stairs to the basilica’s atrium. Make the climb on foot for €4, or pay €5 for the lift. Dress rules and security are stringently enforced – no shorts, miniskirts or sleeveless tops, and be prepared to have your bags searched. 

Bernini’s 17th-century Piazza di San Pietro is bound by two semicircular colonnades, each comprised of four rows of columns. In its centre stands an obelisk brought to Rome by Caligula from Heliopolis (in ancient Egypt).

The Pope usually gives a public audience at 10am every Wednesday in the Papal Audience Hall or Piazza di San Pietro. You must make a booking, in person or by fax to the Prefettura della Casa Pontifica (%06 698 84 631; fax 06 698 83 865), on the Monday or Tuesday prior, between 9am and 1pm. 

VATICAN MUSEUMS

From St Peter’s follow the wall of Vatican City to the museums (admission €12, last Sun of month free; h8.45am-4.45pm Mon-Fri, 8.45am-1.45pm Sat & last Sun of month). They contain an astonishing collection of art and treasures, and you’ll need several hours to see them. The Sistine Chapel comes towards the end of a full visit; otherwise, you can walk straight there and work your way back through the museums.

The Museo Pio-Clementino, containing Greek and Roman antiquities, is on the ground floor near the entrance. Past the superb Galleria delle Carte Geografiche (Map Gallery) and the Galleria degli Arazzi (Tapestry Gallery) are the magnificent Stanze di Rafaello, once the private apartments of Pope Julius II, decorated with frescoes by Raphael. Of particular interest is the magnificent Stanza della Segnatura, which features Raphael’s masterpieces, The School of Athens and Disputation on the Sacrament.

From Raphael’s rooms, go down the stairs to the sumptuous Appartamento Borgia, decorated with frescoes by Pinturicchio, and then down another flight of stairs to the Sistine Chapel, the private papal chapel built in 1473 for Pope Sixtus IV. Michelangelo’s  frescoes of the Creation and Last Judgement have been superbly re​stored to their original brilliance. It took Michelangelo four years, at the height of the Renaissance, to paint the Creation; 24 years later he painted the extraordinary Last Judgement. The other walls of the chapel were painted by artists including Botticelli and Signorelli.

Pantheon

The Pantheon (Piazza della Rotonda; admission free; h8.30am-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 9am-6pm Sun) is the best-preserved building of ancient Rome. The original temple was built in 27 BC by Marcus Agrippa, son-in-law of Emperor Augustus, and dedicated to the planetary gods. Agrippa’s name remains inscribed over the entrance.

Over the centuries the Pantheon was consistently plundered and damaged. The gilded-bronze roof tiles were removed by an emperor of the eastern empire, and Pope Urban VIII had the bronze ceiling of the portico melted down to make the canopy over the main altar of St Peter’s and 80 cannons for Castel Sant’ Angelo. The Pantheon’s extraordinary dome is considered the most important achievement of ancient Roman architecture. The Italian kings Vittorio Emanuele II and Umberto I, and the painter Raphael are buried here.

Piazza Navona

This vast and beautiful square, lined with baroque palaces, was laid out on the ruins of Domitian’s stadium and features three fountains. In its centre is Bernini’s masterpiece, Fontana dei Quattro Fiumi (Foun​t​ain of the Four Rivers). Relax on the stone benches or at the expensive cafés and watch the artists who gather in the piazza to work.

Campo de’Fiori

‘Il Campo’ was a place of execution during the Inquisition, and Caravaggio went on the run after killing a man who beat him in tennis on this piazza. Nowadays a flower and vegetable market is held here Monday to Saturday, and revellers fill the many bars at night. 

The Palazzo Farnese, within the piazza of the same name, is just off the Campo. A magnificent Renaissance building, it was started in 1514 by Antonio da Sangallo, carried on by Michelangelo and finally completed by Giacomo della Porta. Built for Cardinal Alessandro Farnese (later Pope Paul III), the palace is now the French embassy. The piazza has two fountains, enormous granite baths taken from the Baths of Caracalla.

Villa Borghese

This lovely, leafy park was once the estate of Cardinal Scipione Borghese. His 17th-century villa houses the Museo e Galleria Borghese (%06 328 10; www.ticketeria.it; admission €8.50; h9am-7pm Tue-Sat), an impressive collection of paintings and sculptures. You can hire boats at the lovely lake and bicycles near the Porta Pinciana entrance. Outside the park is the Galleria Nazionale d’Arte Moderna ((06 323 40 00; Viale delle Belle Arti 131; admission €6.50; h8.30am-7.30pm Tue-Sun), a belle époque palazzo (palace) housing 19th- and 20th-century paintings. The Etruscan museum, Museo Nazionale Etrusco di Villa Giulia (admission €4; h8.30am-7.30pm Tue-Sun), is on the same street in Piazzale di Villa Giulia.

Trevi Fountain

The high-baroque Fontana di Trevi was designed by Nicola Salvi in 1732 and immortalised in Fellini’s La Dolce Vita. The custom is to throw a coin into the fountain (over your shoulder while facing away) to ensure your return to Rome; a second coin grants a wish.

Colosseum & Arch of Constantine 

Originally known as the Flavian Amphi​theatre, Rome’s best-known monument, the

Colosseum ((06 399 67 700; admission with Palatine Hill €8; h9am-1hr before sunset) was begun by Emperor Vespasian in AD 72. The massive structure could seat 80,000 and featured gory and profusely deadly gladiatorial combat and wild beast shows. 

During the Middle Ages the Colosseum became a fortress then later a quarry for travertine and marble to build Palazzo Venezia and other buildings. Restoration works have been under way since 1992. Skip paying the admission to see the barren interior. 

On the west side of the Colosseum is the triumphal arch built to honour Constantine following his victory over his rival Maxentius at the battle of Milvian Bridge in 312. Its decorative reliefs were taken from earlier structures. 

Piazza di Spagna & Spanish Steps

This exquisite piazza, church and famous staircase (Scalinata della Trinitá dei Monti) have long provided a major gathering place. Built in 1725 and named after the Spanish Embassy to the Holy See, the steps lead to the church of Trinitá dei Monti. In the 18th century beautiful Italians gathered there, hoping to be chosen as artists’ models, and lookers of both sexes still abound. To the right as you face the steps is the house where John Keats spent the last three months of his life in 1821. In the piazza is the boat-shaped fountain of the Barcaccia, believed to be by Pietro Bernini, father of the famous Gian Lorenzo. One of Rome’s most elegant shopping streets, Via Condotti, runs off the piazza towards Via del Corso.

Piazza del Popolo 

This vast and impressive piazza was laid out in the 16th century at the point of convergence of three roads, which form a ‘trident’ at the city’s northern entrance. It was redesigned in the early 19th century by Giuseppe Valadier and is also home to Santa Maria del Popolo, where two magnificent Caravaggio paintings (one of St Peter and one of St Paul) are housed. The piazza is at the foot of the Pincio Hill, affording a bella vista (beautiful view) of the city, especially in the early hours; Keats, Strauss, Ghandi and Mussolini all liked to stroll here.

Trastevere 

Wander through Trastevere’s narrow medi​​eval streets, which retain a sense of bonhomie and the air of a typical Roman neighbourhood despite the influx of foreigners. Especially beautiful at night, this is a great area for eating and bar-hopping.

Go to the Basilica di Santa Maria in Traste​vere,in the lovely piazza of the same name, believed to be the oldest church dedicated to the Virgin in Rome. Its interior was redecorated during the baroque period, but the vibrant mosaics in the apse and on the triumphal arch date from the 12th century. Also worth a look is the Basilica di Santa Cecilia in Trastevere, with its magnificent 13th-century fresco.

Via Giulia

Bramante designed this elegant street for Pope Julius II as a new approach to St Peter’s. It is lined with Renaissance palaces, antique shops and art galleries, and spanning the southern end is Michelangelo’s ivy-draped Arco Farnese.

Terme di Caracalla

The huge Terme di Caracalla complex ((06 399 67 70; Via della Terme di Caracalla 52; admission €5; h9am-1hr before sunset Tue-Sun, 9am-2pm Mon), covering 10 hectares, could hold 1600 people and included shops, gardens, libraries and entertainment. Begun by Antonius Caracalla and inaugurated in AD 217, the baths were used until the 6th century. 

Churches

Down Via Cavour from Stazione Termini is massive Basilica di Santa Maria Maggiore, built in the 5th century. Its baroque façade was added in the 18th century, preserving the 13th-century mosaics of the earlier façade. There are 5th-century mosaics decorating the triumphal arch and nave.

Basilica di San Pietro in Vincoli, just off Via Cavour, houses Michelangelo’s Moses and his unfinished statues of Leah and Rachel, as well as the vincoli (chains) worn by St Peter during his imprisonment before he was crucified.

Chiesa di San Clemente (Via San Giovanni in Laterano), near the Colosseum, defines how history in Rome exists on many levels. The 12th-century church at street level was built over a 4th-century church that was, in turn, built over a 1st-century Roman house containing a temple dedicated to the god Mithras.

Santa Maria in Cosmedin, northwest of Circus Maximus, is regarded as one of the finest medieval churches in Rome. It has a seven-storey bell tower and its interior is decorated with Cosmatesque inlaid marble, including the beautiful floor. The main attraction for tourists is, however, the Bocca della Veritá (Mouth of Truth). Legend has it that if you put your right hand into the mouth and tell a lie, it will snap shut.

Baths of Diocletian & Basilica di Santa Maria degli Angeli

Just across the piazza from Termini, the Baths of Diocletian ((06 488 05 30; Viale E de Nicola 79; admission €5; h9am-7.45pm Tue-Sun) were created at the turn of the 3rd century. Rome’s largest baths, they could accommodate 3000 people; the 13-hectare complex also included libraries, concert halls and gardens. In 536, invaders destroyed the aqueduct that fed the baths and the complex fell into decay.

Parts of the ruins are incorporated into the Basilica di Santa Maria degli Angeli (h7.30am-6.30pm). Designed by Michelangelo, this church incorporates what was the great central hall and tepidarium (lukewarm room) of the original baths. Over the centuries his original work was drastically changed and little evidence of his design, apart from the great vaulted ceiling of the church, remains. An interesting feature of the church is a double meridian in the transept, one tracing the polar star and the other telling the precise time of the sun’s zenith. 

Catacombs

There are several catacombs in Rome, consisting of miles of tunnels carved out of volcanic rock, which were the meeting and burial places of early Christians. The largest are along the Via Appia Antica (the Appian Way), just outside the city and accessible on Metro Linea A to Colli Albani, then bus No 660. The Catacombs of San Callisto (admission €5; h8.30am-noon & 2.30-5pm Thu-Tue Mar-Jan) and Catacombs of San Sebastiano (admission €5; h8.30am-noon & 2.30-5pm Mon-Sat 10 Dec-10 Nov) are almost next to each other. Admission to each is with a guide only

Information

Emergency

Foreigners’ Bureau ((06 468 62 977; Via Genova 2) You can report thefts here. 

Police Headquarters ((06 468 61; Via San Vitale 11; h24hr) 

Internet Access

There are Internet cafés scattered all over town. 

East Internet Café (Via Barberini 2; per 30min €1; h24hr) Has plenty of terminals.

Medical Services

A list of all-night pharmacies in the city centre is posted on www.romaturismo.it and in all pharmacy windows.

24-hour Pharmacy ((06 488 00 19; Piazza dei Cinquecento 51) Opposite Termini.

Bambino Gesú ((06 685 92 351; Piazza di Sant’Onofrio 4) Rome’s paediatric hospital.

Ospedale San Gallicano ((06 588 23 90; Via di San Gallicano 25a, Trastevere) 

Ospedale San Giacomo (%06 362 61; Via Canova 29) South of Piazza del Popolo.

Policlinico Umberto I (%06 499 71; Viale del Policlinico 155) Near Termini.

Money

Banks are open 8.45am to 1.30pm and from 2.45pm to 4pm Monday to Friday. There’s a bank and exchange booths at Stazione Termini, and an exchange booth and ATMs at Fiumicino airport.

There are numerous Bancomats (ATMs) and exchange booths dotted throughout the city.

American Express (%06 676 41; Piazza di Spagna 38)

Thomas Cook (%06 482 81 82; Piazza Barberini 21) 

Post & Telephone

There are Telecom offices at Termini.

Main post office ( Piazza di San Silvestro 20; h9am-6.30pm Mon-Fri, 9am-1pm Sat) 

Vatican post office ( %06 698 83 406; Piazza di San Pietro; h8.30am-6pm Mon-Fri, 8.30am-1pm Sat) Purportedly with faster and more reliable service.

Tourist Information

Enjoy Rome (%06 445 18 43; www.enjoyrome.com; Via Marghera 8a; h8.30am-7pm Mon-Sat, 8.30am-2pm Sun) Privately run office five minutes’ walk northeast of Stazione Termini.

APT Branch Tourist Office (%06 489 06 300; h8am-9pm) At Stazione Termini, in the central causeway and with a multilingual staff. 

APT Tourist Office (%06 360 04 399; Via Parigi 5; h9am-7pm Mon-Sat) 

Eating

Romans take visible pride in their cuisine. Antipasto is a stand out, especially bruschetta, while classic pastas include cacio e pepe (with pecorino cheese, pepper and olive oil) as well as the spicy all’Amatriciana (with tomato, pancetta and chilli). For a delicious secondo, try saltimbocca alla Romana (escalopes of veal sautéed with white wine, sage and prosciutto). Locals rarely dine before 9pm.

For the best value, hit the side streets off ‘Il Campo’ and Piazza Navona. San Lorenzo and Testaccio are popular with locals and also offer good-value meals. Trastevere simmers with eating options, but dodge the soulless tourist menus. In general, the eating establishments near Stazione Termini charge high prices for mediocre food. Eating in the A-list piazzas is sometimes worth the splurge; also expect to pay more near the Vatican.

With panini (an Italian sandwich) and slices of oven-hot pizza, Italy is perfect for quick, cheap eats. Try Antico Forno (Via delle Muratte 8) for delicious slices and hearty sandwiches; Frontoni (Viale di Trastevere) for good sandwiches sold by weight; and Forno di Campo de’Fiori (Campo de’Fiori 22) for metres of pizza bianca. 

Lively food markets are held off Viale delle Millizie, just north of the Vatican, and in Piazza Vittorio Emanuele, near Termini. A well-stocked 24-hour super​market is 

underneath the main concourse of Stazione Termini.

Gelati

San Crispino (Via della Panetteria 42) This nook near Trevi Fountain serves Rome’s best gelato; try the in-season fruit sorbets and the whiskey flavour.

Also recommended (but not for the in​decisive), Gelateria della Palma (Via della Maddalena 20) has 100 flavours – the creamy mousses are a sure bet – and La Fonte della Salute (Via Cardinale Marmaggi 2-6) has excellent gelati and generous scoops.

Restaurants, Trattorias & Pizzerias

CITY CENTRE

Pizzeria il Leoncino (%06 687 63 06; Via del Leoncino 28; pizza €5) On a side street off busy Via del Corso, this excellent spot is cheap, hectic, full of beer-swigging locals, and serves up some of the finest pizza alla romana (thin and crispy crusts) in town.

Pizzeria da Baffetto (%06 686 16 17; Via del Governo Vecchio 114; pizza about €7) Any self-respecting pizza fan will also visit this Roman institution, always packed to the beams. Come very early or very late if you don’t want to queue or share a table.

Ditirambo (%06 687 16 26; Piazza della Cancelleria 

72; mains about €9) With wood-beamed ceilings, this cosy trattoria (cheap restaurant) serves largely organic fare with funky twists, like ravioli with taleggio (a pungent, soft-rind cheese) and radicchio (Italian chicory – a mildly bitter leafy vegetable used in salads). The tall, dark and handsome waiters will charm you silly.

Maccheroni (%06 683 07 895; Piazza delle Coppelle 44; mains from €9) A hip trattoria serving traditional Roman fare with new flair to the trendy set. On a hot night, the outdoor tables are much-coveted.

Gusto (%06 322 62 73; Piazza del Imperatore Augusto 9; pasta from €6) Slick and savvy, this place is a melange of pizzeria, osteria (snack bar), wine bar and kitchen shop. It has an excellent wine list, an enormous cheese selection and good people-watching.

L’Orso 80 (%06 686 49 04; Via dell’Orso 33; 

from €15) Delicious and plentiful anti​pastos are the stars at this popular spot, and the friendly waiters are happy to keep bringing small plates until you yell basta (enough); a good option for vegetarians.

Cul de Sac (%06 688 01 094; Piazza Pasquino 73; pasta from €7) Tucked into a nook off Piazza Navona, this favourite local wine bar has communal wood benches out the front, a social vibe inside, and serves up solid meals and excellent wines.

WEST OF THE TIBER 

Café Café (%06 700 87 43; Via dei Santi Quattro 44; salads from €4) A low-key, neighbourhood joint not far from the Colosseum, it offers excellent salads, light meals and sandwiches –

not to mention international newspapers, cups of brew, and wines by the glass. So comfortable you may have trouble leaving.

Remo (%06 574 62 70; Piazza Santa Maria Liberatice 44; pizza from €4.50) This is loud and rowdy – 

it fills with party types at weekends – but the cheap prices, pizza and bruschette al pomodoro (bruschettas with tomato) make the chaos and obligatory queues worth it.

Osteria dell’Angelo (%06 372 94 70; Via G Bettolo 24; mains from €12) Offering the best value near the Vatican, this popular spot serves delicious authentic Roman fare, like salsicce al cinghiale (wild boar sausage).

Pizzeria Ivo (%06 581 70 82; Via di San Francesco a Ripa 158; pizza €4.75) Nice outdoor tables, excellent bruschetta, and a spirited local crowd who gather to watch soccer games, make up for the too-small-but-tasty pizzas and long queues.

Da Augusto (%06 580 37 98; Piazza de’Renzi 15; mains from €8) This bare-bones-but-beloved mamma’s kitchen serves Roman classics with an occasionally surly attitude.

Osteria da Lucia (%06 580 36 01; Via del Mattinato 2; mains from €8) Dine under the stars with laundry flapping on the line at this terrific neighbourhood trattoria serving a trippa alla romano (Roman tripe) that may well make you a convert

FLOR:

*    The Ponte Vecchio (Italian for Old Bridge) is a famous medieval bridge over the Arno, known for having shops (mainly jewelers) built along it. It is Europe's oldest bridge, the only bridge in Florence which wasn’t destroyed during the War . it was first built in Roman times, it was originally made of wood  with butcher shops on both sides which were then turned into jewelers shops because the The Medici family didn’t like the smell when crossing the bridges. 
*    Mercatino con il cinghialino. One of the 2 most famous leather markets of Florence. Have a look at the wild boar, rub the nose, put a coin on its tongue, make a wish and then let the coin go. If the coin goes straight inside the gap at the base of the wild boar, the wish will become true. Don’t try again if u don’t succeed or you will have a bad luck! 
*    Uffizi Gallery: One of the finest art galleries in the world. It houses the most fantastic works of the Renaissance,  Bottichelli, Michelangelo, Raffaele, Leonardo, Giotto, Veronese. € 9.50 close on Monday. Long queues but it’s possible to call  055 294883 to reserve your entry ticket for €3 more.
    Nice at night, artists and musicians…romantic atmosphere. 
*    Galleria dell’ Accademia: It houses the  original statue of the David of Michelangelo which was previously located in front of the Palazzo della Signoria but moved to protect it from the revages of the time and the wearther in 1873. 
*    Piazza della Signoria In 1504 it was the original location of Michelangelo's David (now replaced by a reproduction as the original was moved indoors to the Accademia dell' Arte del Disegno),just  in front of the Palazzo della Signoria (aka Palazzo Vecchio) which has always been the seat of government. 
*    Loggia della Signoria: it was built in the 14th C, as a platform for public ceremonies and eventually became a showcase for sculptures. Have a look at the famous statues of Perseus holding the head of Medusa, or Giambologna’s masterpiece “Rape of the Sabine women”,his final work. 
*    Santa Maria del Fiore: The world’s 4th largest cathedral. It was began in 1294 and took 150 years to complete it. Built by Filippo Brunelleschi, with it’s pink, white and green marble facade. Check the frescoes inside the duomo, the nearby 82m Campanile Tower built by Giotto and  the Baptistery building octagonal in the form. The middle door was judged by Michelangelo to be the door of the Paradise for its beauty. 
*    Santa Croce church it contains the monumental tombs of Galileo, Michelangelo, Machiavelli, Dante (actually a cenotaph), and many other notables. Place of the famous “Festa di San Giovanni” which takes place every 24 June in honor of Florence’s patron. It’s a soccer game  played in the 16th costume with no rules. 
*    Piazzale Michelangelo. One of the most visited square, especially at night, for the extraordinary view of Florence from the top. Check the other copy of the statue of David located right at the centre. 
*    Mercatino di San Lorenzo. The other famous and biggest market of Florence closed to Santa Maria Novella Station characterised by the massive quantity of leather shops and stands. Remember to negotiate the price! 

LP:

Italy has been successfully selling itself on Florence’s appeal for centuries – it’s a beautiful city with an almost unparalleled artistic heritage – ​but it can also be disheartening. For most of the year, you’ll overhear more conversations in English than Italian, and in summer the heat, pollution and crowds are stifling. Home of Dante, Machiavelli, Michelangelo, the Medici and Carlo Collodi (who created Pinocchio), the wealth of history, art and culture can overwhelm. It’s not so much money you’ll feel short of, as time. 

Florence was founded as a colony of the Etruscan city Fiesole around 200 BC, later becoming the Roman settlement of Florentia. In the Middle Ages the city developed a flourishing mercantile economy, sparking a period of growth previously unequalled in Italy. Reaching full bloom under the Medicis (1469–1737), its cultural, artistic and political fecundity culminated in the Renaissance.

Following unification, Florence was the capital of the new kingdom of Italy (1865–1871). During WWII parts of the city were destroyed by bombs, including all Florence’s bridges except the Ponte Vecchio, and in 1966 a devastating flood destroyed or severely damaged many important artworks. 

Florence is perhaps the most enticing city in Italy, with a keen, almost youthful dynamism offsetting the heavy-browed focus on its history and the culture ‘industries’.

Orientation

The main train station Santa Maria Novella, is a useful landmark. The main thoroughfare to the centre is Via de’ Panzani and then Via de’ Cerretani. You’ll know you’ve arrived when you see the Duomo.

Once at Piazza del Duomo, Florence is easy to negotiate, with most major sights within comfortable walking distance. Many museums close on Monday, but you won’t waste your time just strolling. Take the city ATAF buses to Piazzale Michelangelo, or to the suburb of Fiesole northeast of the centre, both offering panoramic views.

A good map of the city, on sale at news​stands, is Firenze: Pianta della Città.

Sights

Enjoying Florence’s sights can be taxing, as lengthy queues stretch patience. But don’t despair, call Firenze Musei ((055 29 48 83; www.firenzemusei.it; fee per museum €3; hphone lines: 8.30am-6.30pm Mon-Fri, 8.30am-12.30pm Sat) which advance-books tickets for all state museums, including the Uffizi, Palazzo Pitti, Galleria dell’Accademia and Cappelle Medicee. 

DUOMO 

The terracotta-orange roof contrasts dramat​ically with the red, green and white marble façade of the skyline-dominating cathedral, the Duomo ((055 230 28 85; h10am-5pm Mon-Sat) – among Italy’s most beloved monu​ments. Officially the Cattedrale di Santa Maria del Fiore, the breathtaking structure was begun in 1294 by Sienese architect Arnolfo di Cambio, taking almost 150 years to complete.

Brunelleschi won a competition (1420) to design the enormous octagonal dome, the first of its kind since antiquity. The interior is decorated with frescoes by Vasari and Zuccari, and stained-glass windows by Donatello, Paolo Uccello and Lorenzo Ghiberti. The façade is a 19th-century replacement of the unfinished 16th-century original. For a bird’s-eye view of Florence, climb to the top of the cupola (admission €6; h8.30am-6.20pm Mon-Fri, 8.30am-5pm Sat).

Giotto designed and began building the graceful 82m campanile (bell tower;  climb €6; h8.30am-6.50pm) in 1334, but died before it was completed. The climb yields gorgeous views.

The Romanesque battistero (baptistry; admission €3, hnoon-6.30pm Mon-Sat, 8.30am-1.30pm Sun & holidays), believed to have been built between the 5th and 11th centuries on the site of a Roman temple, is the oldest building in Florence. Dante was baptised here, and it’s famous for its gilded-bronze doors. The celebrated Gates of Paradise by Lorenzo Ghiberti face the Duomo to the east. The south door (1336), by Andrea Pisano, is the oldest. 

PALAZZO DEGLI UFFIZI 

Ignore killjoys citing the two- to four-hour wait to enter the Palazzo degli Uffizi ((055 238 86 51; reservations (055 294 883, €1.55; www.uffizi.firenze.it; admission €8; h8.15am-6.50pm Tue-Sun, ticket office closes 6.05pm) for the Galleria degli Uffizi – it’s worthwhile. Begun by Vasari in 1560 and ultimately bequeathed to the city by the Medicis in 1743, the palazzo houses the greatest collection of Italian and Florentine art anywhere, including many of the world’s most-recognisable Renaissance paintings. 

The gallery’s masterpieces include gems by Giotto and Cimabue; Botticelli’s Birth of Venus (Room 10 to 14); plus works by Filippo Lippi and Fra Angelico. The Annunciation by Leonardo da Vinci is here (Room 15), along with Michelangelo’s Holy Family (Room 25), Titian’s Venus of Urbino (Room 28) and renowned works by Raphael, Andrea del Sarto, Tintoretto and Caravaggio. 

PIAZZA DELLA SIGNORIA & PALAZZO VECCHIO 

Designed by Arnolfo di Cambio and built between 1298 and 1340, Palazzo Vecchio (adult/child €5.70/4.30; h9am-7pm Fri-Wed, 9am-2pm Thu) is the traditional seat of the Florentine government. In the 16th century it became the ducal palace of the Medici (before they occupied the Palazzo Pitti), and was given an interior face-lift by Vasari. Visit the Michelozzo courtyard just inside the entrance and the lavish apartments upstairs. 

The Loggia della Signoria stands at right angles to the Palazzo Vecchio, displaying sculptures. The statue of David is a fine copy of Michelangelo’s masterpiece; the original (1504) was once here, but now ‘lives’ indoors at the Galleria dell’Accademia.

PONTE VECCHIO 

This 14th-century bridge, lined with gold and silversmiths’ shops, was the only one to survive Nazi bombing in WWII. Originally, the shops housed butchers, but when a corridor along the 1st floor was built by the Medici to link the Palazzo Pitti and Palazzo Vecchio, they ordered that goldsmiths rather than noisome butchers should trade there. The engaging area south of the river is ‘the Oltrarno’ (literally, ‘beyond the Arno’).

PALAZZO PITTI

The immense Palazzo Pitti ((055 238 86 14) was built for the Pitti family, great rivals of the Medici, who moved in a century later. The Galleria Palatina (Palatine Gallery; admission before/after 4pm €8.50/4; h8.15am-6.50pm Tue-Sun) has works by Raphael, Filippo Lippi, Titian and Rubens hung in lavishly decorated rooms. The gallery and (almost hysterically) luxuriant decoration of the royal apartments are not to be missed. The palace also houses the Museo degli Argenti (Silver Museum; h8.15am-4.20pm Tue-Sun, 2nd & 3rd Mon each month), the Galleria d’Arte Moderna (Modern Art Gallery; h8.15am-1.50pm Tue-Sat) and the Galleria del Costume (Costume Gallery; h8.15am-1.50pm Tue-Sat), all of which are worth a visit.

While you’re here, don’t miss the Renais​sance Giardino di Boboli (Boboli Gardens; admission €4; h8.15am-7.30pm Jun-Aug, 8.15am-6.30pm Apr-May & Sep, 8.15am-5.30pm Mar & Oct, 8.15am-4.30pm Nov-Feb), with secluded grottoes, leafy walkways and panoramic views.

GALLERIA DELL’ACCADEMIA 

Beating even Rodin’s The Thinker and The Kiss for the title of ‘Most Famous Sculpture in the Western World’, Michelangelo’s David is housed in the Galleria dell’Accademia ((055 238 86 09; Via Ricasoli 60; admission €6.50; h8.15am-6.50pm Tue-Sun). David truly is an amazing work close-up, being much bigger and more intricately detailed than many imagine. A 90-minute wait is typical. 

BASILICA DI SAN LORENZO & CAPPELLE MEDICEE (MEDICI CHAPELS) 

The Basilica di San Lorenzo was built by Brunelleschi in the 15th century for the Medici and includes his Sagrestia Vecchia (Old Sacristy), with sculptural decoration by Donatello. The cloister leads to the Biblioteca Laurenziana, the library built to house the Medici collection of some 10,000 manuscripts. Enter via Michelangelo’s flowing mannerist stairway.

The Cappelle Medicee ((055 238 86 02; admission €6; h8.15am-5pm Mon-Sat, 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun of the month, 2nd & 4th Mon of the month) are around the corner in Piazza Madonna degli Aldobrandini. The Cappella dei Principi was the burial place of the Medici dukes. The incomplete Sagrestia Nuova represents Michel​angelo’s first effort at architecture, and contains his Medici Madonna, Night & Day and Dawn & Dusk sculptures, adorning the Medici tombs.

Getting around

TO/FROM THE AIRPORT 

Regular trains to Galileo Galilei depart platform five at Santa Maria Novella station (1½ hours, 6.45am to 5pm). Leave your bags at the air terminal (%21 60 73; platform 5) at least 15 minutes before train departure. You can get to Amerigo Vespucci with the Vola in Bus shuttle from the SITA depot in Via Santa Caterina da Siena (€4, 25 minutes, every 30 minutes, 6am to 11.30pm). Purchase tickets on board.

BIKES & SCOOTERS

Alinari (%055 28 05 00; www.alinarirental.com; Via Guelfa 85/r; bike per 1hr/5hr/day/week from €3/12/16/70, scooter from €8/22/28/140) hires bikes and scooters – prices vary with the model. Compulsory helmet is supplied. 

BUS 

ATAF buses service the centre and Fiesole. The best terminal is in a small piazza to the left as you exit the station onto Via Valfonda. Bus No 7 leaves for Fiesole, stopping at the Duomo. Tickets (one/three/24 hours €1/1.80/4) must be bought before boarding and are sold at tobacconists and newsstands.

CAR & MOTORCYCLE 

There are car parks dotted around the centre. A good choice is Fortezza da Basso (€1.10 for one hour). Further details are available from Firenze Parcheggi (%055 500 19 94). To rent a car, try Hertz (%055 239 82 05; Via M Finiguerra 33r), or Avis (%055 21 36 29; Borgo Ognissanti 128r).

Information

Italy has been successfully selling itself on Florence’s appeal for centuries – it’s a beautiful city with an almost unparalleled artistic heritage – ​but it can also be disheartening. For most of the year, you’ll overhear more conversations in English than Italian, and in summer the heat, pollution and crowds are stifling. Home of Dante, Machiavelli, Michelangelo, the Medici and Carlo Collodi (who created Pinocchio), the wealth of history, art and culture can overwhelm. It’s not so much money you’ll feel short of, as time. 

Click Here for our Guides Top Ten! 

Florence was founded as a colony of the Etruscan city Fiesole around 200 BC, later becoming the Roman settlement of Florentia. In the Middle Ages the city developed a flourishing mercantile economy, sparking a period of growth previously unequalled in Italy. Reaching full bloom under the Medicis (1469–1737), its cultural, artistic and political fecundity culminated in the Renaissance.

Following unification, Florence was the capital of the new kingdom of Italy (1865–1871). During WWII parts of the city were destroyed by bombs, including all Florence’s bridges except the Ponte Vecchio, and in 1966 a devastating flood destroyed or severely damaged many important artworks. 

Florence is perhaps the most enticing city in Italy, with a keen, almost youthful dynamism offsetting the heavy-browed focus on its history and the culture ‘industries’.

Eating

Tuscan cuisine is about simplicity and quality. It’s also surprisingly good value. A local delight that must be sampled at least once is ribollita, a heavy soup of vegetables and canellini (white beans). 

Angie’s Pub (%055 28 37 64; Via dei Neri 35r; snacks €3-5; hnoon-1am Mon-Sat, 6pm-1am Sun) One of Florence’s better pubs, it does great cheap lunches, with a huge panini list. 

Yellow Bar (%055 21 17 66; Via del Proconsolo 39r; pizza meals €7-10; hlunch & dinner) A rambunctious restaurant whose atmosphere is as infectious as it is lively, the ambience as good and simple as the food. Plenty of seating doesn’t stop it being regularly full. 

Mario’s (Via Rosina 2r; pasta €5, mains €5; hlunch Mon-Sat) Two generations of expertise fuel this much-loved diner perpetually heaving with hungry locals. Delicious authentic pastas can be had for a song. Budgeting or not, Mario’s offers a glimpse of the quintessential Italian eatery in all its glory – the value is a welcome bonus.

da Garibardi (%055 21 22 67; www.garibardi.it; Piazza del Mercato Centrale 38r; meals €15-20; hnoon-11pm) Leave nearby Za Za to the other tourists (ignore the impressive queue – that’s English they’re speaking) and indulge at this wonderful trattoria. Highly recommended is the pasta al cinghiale (with wild boar in a sauce of olives, bay leaves, mushrooms and peppercorns).

Trattoria Casalinga (%055 21 86 24; Via dei Michelozzi 9r; meals about €16) The pick of the Piazza Santa Spirito tratts is crammed with locals, lunch and dinner. There’s a ‘hurry-up!’ feel, but you won’t mind being nudged along for food this good at these prices. Homey, tasty, fantastic – the real ribollita is superb. 

I Tarocchi (%055 234 39 12; Via dei Renai 16r; pizza/course €5/7; hTue-Fri & dinner Sat & Sun) Serving good pizza and huge pasta portions has kept this humble place among the most popular in the Oltrarno. Students with shallow pockets abound at lunch time.

Borgo Antico (%055 21 04 37; Piazza Santo Spirito 6r; mains €7-10; hlunch & dinner) Heaped portions are part of the draw at this great eatery, popular with a hip crowd. It could also be the excellent Tuscan dishes, prime terrace space on a lovely piazza, or the amazing prices. 

Gelateria Vivoli (%055 29 23 34; Via dell’Isola delle Stinche 7) South of Via Ghibellina,widely considered Florence’s best for gelato.

I Fratellini (%055 239 60 96; Via dei Cimatori 38r; panini €2-3) This Florentine institution has been dishing up fresh, quick takeaway panini for nearly 130 years. 

Stock up on basics at the food market (h7am-2pm Mon-Sat) in San Lorenzo or at the supermarket on the western side of the train station, or east of Piazza Duomo at Via Pietrapiana 94.

Entertainment

Firenze Spettacolo (€1.75), the best monthly entertainment guide, sold at news​s​tands.

Teatro Comunale (%800 11 22 11; Corso Italia 16) Concerts, opera and dance are performed here year-round.

Odeon Cinehall (%055 21 40 68; www.cinehall.it; Piazza degli Strozzi; tickets €7.20; hMon, Tue & Thu, other days Italian only) Screens original-language films.

Shopping

Shopping is concentrated between the Duomo and the Arno. The open-air market (hMon-Sat) in the San Lorenzo district offers leather goods, clothing and jewellery, sometimes of dubious quality. The flea market (Piazza dei Ciompi; hdaily), off Borgo Allegri and north of Santa Croce, is better for finding genuine bargains.
Drinking
Stick to cocktails or the aperitivo/happy hours at the following places. Also, see left for details of Angie’s Pub and Yellow Bar. 
Cabiria (%055 21 53 72; Piazza Santa Spirito 4/r; huntil late Wed-Mon) This blissful bar has a happy vibe and is perfect for hours of languid people-watching.
Elliot Braun Bar (%055 35 23 52; Via Ponte alle Mosse 117r; h10am-4pm Mon-Fri & 6pm-2am Mon-Sat, aperitivo 6-8pm) An alt-cool mish-mash that’s a unique treat: art exhibits, cocktails, food and live music, renowned for its aperitivo; buy a drink and gorge on the monster buffet. Anywhere else it would be ‘freeloading’ – in Italy, it’s called ‘timing’.

LASPE:
LP:
Don’t miss the Cinque Terre – Riomaggiore, Manorola, Corniglia, Vernazza and Monte​rosso, five tiny villages clustered along some eye-popping Unesco-protected coastline, among the most beautiful regions in Italy. Linked by a 12km path, the Via dell’Amore (Lovers’ Lane; toll €3) makes perfect (occasionally challenging) walking. In summer, swimming is allowed in some bays and coves (check first) – bring snorkelling gear for an all-too often-overlooked treat (that’s free). 

Getting around
All towns are accessible by train from Genoa. Buses leave from Santa Margherita’s Piazza Martiri della Libertà for Portofino. Servizio Marittimo del Tigullio (*0185 28 46 70; www.traghettiportofino.it; hsummer) runs ferries from Santa Margherita to Portofino, San Fruttuoso and the Cinque Terre. Ferry routes service the coast from La Spezia. The biglietto giornaliero Cinque Terre (24-hour Cinque Terre rail pass; €5.80) allows unlimited travel between Monterosso and La Spezia. 

Eating
A Pie De Ma (*338 222 00 88; Via dell’Amore; snack/light meals €5-8; hbreakfast, lunch & dinner) Perched on a cliff-side above the perfect teal of a tiny Riomaggiore bay, this offers one of Italy’s most stunning backdrops for a snack, coffee or wine – or just whiling away the hours.
Bar Centrale (*0187 92 02 08; barcentr@tin.it; Via Colombo 144; Internet per hr €6; hrarely closed) This is the hub of Riomaggiore hijinks and the most raucous carousing option in the Cinque Terre. Owner/barman Ivo serves the drinks (and jokes) with practised ease. 

NIC
*    Get away from the tourist crowds at Nice’s pebble beach, and head where the locals do – Villefranche Sur Mer. Just a 10min (2 stops) train ride from Nice, walk off the platform and straight onto the beach! The Med here is cleaner, the sun-bathers more chilled, making your day more relaxing! The Mediterranean Sea is like one big bath tub, so bring a lilo (you can buy them for as little as €2-3 at the bargain shops in Nice) and float the day away. While splashing about see if you can spot Tina Turner’s mansion – it’s at the top of the corniche overlooking Villefranche! 
*    Strolling/roller-blading/cycling/jogging/people-watching on the Promenade des Anglais is a definite must when in Nice. The promenade is a beautiful beach-side path financed in 1822 by (as the name suggests) an English gentleman. Bordering the Baie des Anges (Bay of Angels), the promenade is home to the finest hotels in Nice. Admire the plush Palais Mediterranean and the belle époque Negresco hotel. You haven’t been to Nice until you’ve posed on the promenade! 
*    Check out the Riviera’s most unique medieval village, and head to Eze.  Now be warned – there is Eze sur Mer (Eze by the sea), and Village Eze (429m above). Village Eze is where you want to start out – take a bus from Nice and enjoy gorgeous coastal views en-route. The village is nestled on a rocky outcrop offering amazing views of nearby Cap Ferrat and Beaulieu Sur Mer. Wander around the village, check out the Jardin-Exotique, visit one of the perfumeries (Fragonard’s is our pick!), and photograph the impossibly pretty Notre Dame church (the yellow one). It’s no wonder U2’s the Edge chose to get married here in 2002! Take the walk down to Eze Sur Mer for stunning views – 30-45mins (twice as long if done in reverse!). You’ll be able to spot Bono’s summer villa (Villa Eze les Roses) on the way down! From here you can take the train back to Nice. 
*    If you want to spot one of the many celebrities who frequent the Riviera in the summertime, then what better way to do it that on a St Tropez Cruise! Busabout offers an excursion twice a week from Nice to infamous St Tropez. You’ll be collected in a minivan from the hostel in Nice, taken to Port Grimaud – the Venice of the Riviera. You’re given time to explore the town and have a swim, before boarding your boat cruise to St Tropez. On-board you are offered complimentary drinks while enjoying the entertaining commentary (in English of course!) as the boat cruises pass Millionaires Bay, where the likes of Paris Hilton, Bruce Willis, Geri Halliwell, Pamela Anderson, Victoria Beckham and Denzel Washington holidayed last summer. Disembark and mingle with the rich and famous – bring your designer sunglasses and you’ll fit right in! 
*    Talking celebs – if you want to do a bit of star spotting head to Cannes, and there is no better time than in May during the Cannes Film Festival. Most of the screenings (and red-carpet moments!) occur at the Palais des Festival. There are other screenings around town, including open-air on the beach! Unfortunately it is near impossible to get into a screening of the big films, however people watching along the Croisette is as equally entertaining. Trains from Nice take about 20-30mins and will cost approx €5-6 one way.
*    Set in the Cimiez district of Nice, amongst olive trees and an old Roman Ampitheatre, the Nice Jazz festival is held for one week in July each year. Previous artists include BB King, Joss Stone, Peter Gabriel, Katie Melua, Van Morrison, Sugar Hill Gang, John Butler Trio, Kanye West etc…. Advanced purchase tickets can be bought from FNAC for €35, or 3 day pass for €90. Bring a blanket, take a picnic, or enjoy some local cuisine from the various food and wine stands situated in the Cimiez gardens. 
*    Nothing beats wandering around the Cours Saleya Markets. Every day until around 1pm you can head down to the old town (Vieux Nice) and wander around the flower market, and fresh fruit stands (except Mondays when it becomes a flea market). Buy Niçoise olives, fougasse (a french flatbread filled with various savoury fillings), provençal herbs, and local cheeses. You’ll also find a Socca stand – a chickpea pancake – it will set you back just €2 but is a local taste sensation! Don’t leave Nice without trying it!! 
*    Driving along the coastline from Monaco to Nice you can spot the small peninsula of St-Jean-Cap Ferrat. Claiming the most exclusive real estate on the Riviera, a hike around Cap Ferrat is a definite must. Your best bet is to take the train to Beaulieu Sur Mer and start from here. There are over 14km of walking paths, all marked out on a tourist map supplied at the small information kiosk located just outside of the train station. With Cap Ferrat attracting the likes of Charlie Chaplin, David Niven, Churchill, Ian Fleming, T.S Eliot etc over the years, there are plenty of millionaire villas making this an extremely fascinating area to wander around. Cap Ferrat has several small quiet beaches you can stop at for a dip along the way. 
*    Overlooking the old town (Vieux Nice) and Nice’s Bay of Angels (Baie des Anges) you’ll find the Colline du Chateau. The 10th century chateau no longer exists, however the attraction these days is the amazing view. If feeling fit you can hike up the stairs (entry at the top of the Promenade des Anglais at the foot of the Bellanda tower). Entry is free, however it will cost you a couple of euro’s if you choose to take the lift up (lift is located to the left of the stairs). Up top you’ll also find an ice-cream stand and souvenir shop. Don’t forget your camera! 
*    The most popular day trips you can make out of Nice is to the Principality of Monaco. Just a 30min train ride from Nice, head out in the afternoon/evening so you can make a night of it at the infamous Monte Carlo casino’s. Start in the palace district of Monaco Ville (the restaurants are actually quite affordable here!), wander along the port (La Condamine) and go green with envy at the lavish yachts moored here. From the end of the port you can take the lift up to infamous Monte Carlo! The beautiful Grand Casino is definitely worth a photograph – as are the exclusive cars parked out front! To get into the gaming rooms here you’ll have to pay (€10 ‘Salon Ordinaire’/ €20 ‘Salon Prive’), you’ll also need to be over 21, and appropriately dressed. Note – there are several other casino’s in Monte Carlo where you don’t have to pay. Take your passport in order to claim your winnings. 
    If along the Riviera between May 24th-27th, head to the world-famous Monaco Gran Prix Tickets are available from €46 – €300+ , check out more info at www.acm.mc.

LP:
The capital of the Riviera, Nice makes a great base for exploring the Côte d’Azur. The city has lots of budget places to stay and is only a short train or bus ride from Monaco, Cannes and other Riviera hot spots. It’s also blessed with fine museums and a lively nightlife in the old city’s warren of narrow streets.

Orientation
Av Jean Médecin runs south from near the train station to place Masséna. The modern city centre, ie the area north and west of place Masséna, includes the up-market pedestrianised streets of rue de France and rue Masséna. The intercity bus station is three blocks east of place Masséna. The famous promenade des Anglais follows the gently curved beachfront from the city centre to the airport, 6km west.

Sights
The Carte Musées Ville de Nice, which allows entry into all of Nice’s museums except the Chagall, costs €6/18.30 for seven/15 days.
The Musée d’Art Moderne et d’Art Contemp​orain (*04 93 62 61 62; av St-Jean Baptiste; adult/student €4/2.50; h10am-6pm Wed-Mon) focuses in French and American edgy works. Artists include Nice-born Yves Klein (1928–62), Andy Warhol, Christo, Marseille-born sculptor César and sculptor Niki de Saint Phalle. 
Musée National Message Biblique Marc Chagall (*04 93 53 87 20; Avenue du Docteur Ménard; adult/student €5.50/4, in summer €5.80/4.25; h10am-6pm Wed-Mon Jul-Sep, 10am-5pm Wed-Mon Oct-Jun) contains a series of large, impressive and colourful paintings of Old Testament scenes. Take bus No 15 from place Masséna to the front of the museum or walk.
Musée Matisse (*04 93 81 08 08; 164 av des Arènes de Cimiez; adult/student €4/2.50; h10am-6pm Wed-Mon) houses a fine collection of works by Henri Matisse in the bourgeois district of Cimiez. Well-known pieces in the permanent collection include blue paper cutouts of Blue Nude IV and Woman with Amphora. Take bus No 15, 17, 20, 22 or 25 from the Station Centrale to the Arènes stop.
Free sections of public beach alternate with 15 plages concédées (private beaches), for which you have to pay. There are outdoor showers on every beach, and indoor showers and toilets opposite 50 promenade des Anglais.

Getting around
Sunbus route No 23 (€1.30), which runs to the airport every 20 or 30 minutes from about 6am to 8pm, can be picked up at the Gare Nice Ville or on blvd Gambetta, rue de France or rue de la Californie. The Nice by Bus pass, valid for one/five/seven days costs €4/12.95/16.75 and includes a return trip to the airport. ANT airport bus (*04 92 29 88 88; €3.50), which bears the symbol of an aeroplane shuttles between town and airport every 20 minutes (30 minutes on Sunday).

Information
Le Change (*04 93 88 56 80; 17 av Thiers; h7.30am-8pm) Opposite the Gare Nice Ville (main train station), to the right as you exit the terminal building.
ourist Office (*04 92 70 74 07; www.nicetourism.com; av Thiers; h8am-8pm Mon-Sat, 9am-7pm Sun Jun-Sep, 8am-7pm Mon-Sat, 9am-6pm Sun Oct-May) This is the most convenient, next to the Gare Nice Ville. There’s also another, less crowded office (*0892 70 74 07; fax 04 92 14 48 03; 5 promenade des Anglais; h8am-8pm Mon-Sat, 9am-7pm Sun Jun-Sep, 9am-6pm Mon-Sat Oct-May).
Worldwide Web Service (*04 93 80 51 12; 32 rue Assalit; h10am-7pm Mon-Sat) Internet access.

Eating
The cours Saleya and the narrow streets of Vieux Nice are lined with restaurants, cafés and pizzerias. Local specialities to watch out for include socca (a thin layer of chickpea flour and olive oil batter fried on a griddle), salade Niçoise, ratatouille (vegetable stew) and farcis (stuffed vegetables, especially stuffed courgette flowers). 
Chez Rene Socca (*04 93 92 05 73; rue Pairoliére; h9am-10.30pm Jul & Aug, 9am-9pm Sep-Jun, closed Mon) A lively, rough-and-ready place to sample those local specialities for around €2, including good portions of socca. 
Le Pain Quotidien (cnr rue Louis Gassin & cours Saleya; breakfast from €6) The place in town to break fast. Choose your breakfast formule, enjoy the excellent hot chocolate, and take in the colour and fragrance of the adjacent flower market.
There’s a fantastic fruit & vegetable market (h7am-1pm Tue-Sun) in front of the prefecture on cours Saleya. There is a Monoprix supermarket (33 av Jean Médecin;h8.30am-8.30pm Mon-Sat).

Entertainment
Jonathan’s (*04 93 62 57 62; 1 rue de la Loge) This is a live music hot spot every night in summer. 

Drinking
Almost all nightlife is in Vieux Nice, which throbs with activity on summer nights. The most popular pubs in Nice are run by Anglophones, with happy hours and live music.
Chez Wayne’s (*04 93 13 46 99; 15 rue de la Préfecture; h3pm-late) The best place for liquor-fuelled carousing. Happy ‘hour’ is until 9pm.
20 JULY : St Johann in Tirol to Venice Departs: 11:30, Arrives: 18:00,Duration: 6hrs 30min


23 JULY : Venice to Rome Departs:08:00,Arrives: 18:30,Duration:10hrs 30min


28 JULY : Rome to Siena Departs:08:00,Arrives: 13:30,Duration:5hrs 30min


30 JULY : Siena to Florence Departs:13:30,Arrives:14:30,Duration:1hrs











